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In	 this	 special	 issue	 the	 focus	 is	 on	 how	 the	media	 problematizes	 the	 Roma,	 how	 it	 constructs	 a	
‘conceptual	map’	 about	Roma	people,	 and	what	 this	 tells	 us	 about	 the	 societies	we	 live	 in.	 In	 this	
special	 issue	 we	 include	 three	 articles	 that	 enable	 an	 in-depth	 critical	 understanding	 of	 how	
hegemonising	 representations	 are	 formulated:	 in-depth	examples	 from	Hungary	 (Gábor	Bernáth	&	
Vera	Messing)	and	Germany	(Markus	End)	begin	the	special	issue	along	with	a	conceptual	mapping	of	
how	 media	 stories	 on	 Roma	 are	 embedded	 in	 wider	 practices	 of	 neoliberalism	 and	 racialised	
discourses	 (Angéla	Kóczé	&	Marton	Rövid).	 But	we	do	not	 stop	 there.	What	we	noticed	as	 special	
issue	editors	was	that	most	of	 the	 literature	on	media	representations	of	Roma	details	entrenched	





able	 to	 challenge	 such	 damaging	 media	 representations.	 Films	 and	 documentaries	 can	 provide	
spaces	 for	 alternative	 stories,	 although	 they	 still	 tend	 to	 be	 mired	 in	 age-old	 stereotypes	 (Hilde	
Hoffman	&	Habiba	Hadziavdic);	whilst	approaches	that	focus	on	Roma	themselves	producing	images	





they	 tackle	 Romaphobia	 and	 the	 media.	 Daniel	 Baker	 writes	 about	 the	 role	 of	 art	 in	 challenging	
Romaphobia	and	connecting	to	Roma	identity	 in	his	personal	 life,	 in	his	work	as	an	artist	 in	the	UK	
and	 internationally	 in	 the	 exhibitions	 he	 has	 curated;	 Mária	 Bogdán,	 journalist	 and	 academic,	 in	
conversation	with	Ernő	Kadét	and	Gábor	Bernáth,	discusses	how	the	Roma	Press	Center	in	Budapest	
continues	 to	 challenge	 distorting	 media	 stories	 in	 an	 internet	 age;	 whilst	 Iulius	 Rostas	 shares	 his	
extensive	experience	of	being	an	educator	and	activist	in	Romania	and	beyond,	and	how	he	attempts	
to	ensure	that	reforms	aiming	at	 inclusive	education	for	Roma	are	accepted	and	succeed	at	a	 local	
level.	We	 find	 the	 inclusion	of	 these	commentary	pieces	very	powerful	 in	offering	a	perspective	of	



















































According	 to	 van	 Baar,	 this	 ‘new	 norm’	 rests	 on	 the	 “problematization”	 of	 Roma	 “as	
profiteers,	 criminals	 and	 nomads”	 –	 a	 representation	 that	 is	 intensified	 because	 of	 the	
assumed	“irregularization”	of	Romani	 identities	and	mobilities	 (van	Baar	2011,	205).	State-
sanctioned	forced	evictions,	threats	and	compulsory	finger-printing	in	France	and	Italy	have	
all	 been	 reported	 in	media	 outlets	 as	 ‘necessary’	 securitisation	measures,	 specifically	 and	
very	 publicly	 targeting	 Roma	 communities	 (Sigona	 2015,	 McGarry	 and	 Drake	 2013).	 In	
Greece,	the	media	frenzy	surrounding	the	discovery	of	supposed	kidnap	victim	“little	Maria”	
provoked	a	wave	of	media	coverage	about	the	Roma	as	child	traffickers,	resulting	 in	some	











In	 this	 special	 issue	 of	 Identities,	 ‘Romaphobia	 and	 the	media’ii,	 the	 focus	 is	 on	 how	 the	
media	problematizes	 the	Roma,	how	 it	constructs	a	 ‘conceptual	map’	about	Roma	people,	




embedded	 in	wider	practices	of	neoliberalism	and	 racialised	discourses	 (Kóczé	and	Rövid).	






This	 literature	 is	 really	 important	 and	 we	 are	 certainly	 not	 saying	 it	 is	 sufficient,	 as	
researchers	themselves	point	out:	we	still	have	much	to	learn	about	the	construction,	power	
and	effect	of	media	representations	of	Roma	(Kroon	et	al	2016,	Richardson	2006,	2014,	van	
Baar	 2011).	 However,	 there	 is	 also	 a	 real	 dearth	 in	 understanding	 how	 to	 challenge	 and	
change	 such	 images.	 In	 this	 special	 issue	we	 therefore	 also	 include	 articles	 that	 focus	 on	
mediums	that	might	be	able	to	challenge	such	damaging	media	representations.	Films	and	
documentaries	 can	 provide	 spaces	 for	 alternative	 stories,	 although	 they	 still	 tend	 to	 be	
mired	 in	 age-old	 stereotypes	 (Hoffman	 and	 Hadziavdic);	 whilst	 approaches	 that	 focus	 on	
Roma	 themselves	 producing	 images	 on	 the	 ‘everyday’	 can	 provide	 different	 insights	 into	
Roma	lives	than	those	shown	in	the	press	or	other	public	spaces	(Tremlett).		
	
Finally,	 this	 special	 issue	 deviates	 from	 the	 usual	 journal	 structure	 by	 asking	 three	
professionals	from	varying	Roma	backgrounds	to	give	their	views	and	experiences	in	shorter	
commentary	 pieces	 on	 how	 they	 tackle	 Romaphobia	 and	 the	media.	 Daniel	 Baker	 writes	





an	 educator	 and	 activist	 in	 Romania	 and	 beyond,	 and	 how	 he	 attempts	 to	 ensure	 that	
reforms	aiming	at	 inclusive	education	 for	Roma	are	accepted	and	 succeed	at	a	 local	 level.	
We	find	the	inclusion	of	these	commentary	pieces	very	powerful	in	offering	a	perspective	of	
















































































































































































































































































                                                
i  Available at The Guardian website. Accessed November 21st 2016: http://www.theguardian.com/uk-
news/2013/nov/15/sheffield-page-hall-roma-slovakia-immigration. Similarly, the then deputy prime minister Nick Clegg 
(from the Liberal Democrat party), criticised Roma migrants for behaving in a “sometimes intimidating, sometimes offensive 
way” saying that Roma migrants needed to be more “sensitive” to the British “way of life”. Available at the BBC website. 
Accessed November 21st 2016: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-24949349.	
ii  This special issue was inspired by the seminar ‘Romaphobia and the media’, a collaboration between the Centre 
for European and International Studies (CEISR) at the University of Portsmouth (Dr Annabel Tremlett), and the Centre for 
Language Discourse & Communication at King’s College London (Professor Ben Rampton). The event was part-funded by a 
British Academy Small Grant (SG112414 received by Annabel Tremlett). We are also grateful for the ‘Small Incubator’ 
grant given by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences that enabled Tremlett to visit Messing for a month in Budapest to work 
on this special issue (May 2015). 
iii  The Runnymede Trust Report first used it in 1991 and defined it as “unfounded hostility towards Muslims, and 
therefore fear and dislike of all or most Muslims.” Accessed 01 April 2016. 
http://crg.berkeley.edu/content/islamophobia/defining-islamophobia.  
